
How to paint
RAZZLE DAZZLE

Saturday 20 - Sunday 21 June 2020

This optical stripe effect using black 
and white paint was designed by artists 
to disguise Royal Navy battleships in 
the first world war. 

Now we are using this dynamic look to 
decorate our homemade parade flags, 
costumes and disguise our houses as 
parade floats! 

You will need:
 − A surface to paint on – like  
paper, card or fabric.

 − Black and white paint and a  
flat paint brush.

 − Masking tape

 − Flat paint brushes

Method
Start by putting a line of masking tape 
on the surface you are using to paint 
on. Put it diagonally from one side to 
just past the centre- or you can choose 
where you start, it will all look good!

Use a flat wide brush to paint lines of 
white paint parallel to each other- you 
can measure the distance between the 
lines first, or just do it by eye, it will 
look more interesting! It’s important 
to use white paint first, it’s easier to 
correct than black paint. 

When you have finished, and the 
white paint is dry, fill in the spaces 
between with black paint. Don’t worry 
if it’s wobbly, it will look great from a 
distance!

Take off the masking tape and put 
a new strip down in a different area 
of the surface. Repeat painting lines 
with white, then black paint, and 
keep going until they connect; make 
different thicknesses of lines, add a 
triangle, keep going until you have 
filled the surface with razzle dazzle 
stripes! 

To draw razzle dazzle effect  
on an eye shape:
Start with an oval eye shape - this can 
be paper or paper stuck on card so 
you can hang the eye from a window, a 
tree, on your front door!

Take a round object like a cup and 
draw around it to make the pupil of the 
eye.

Take your black marker pen and draw 
a line from the pupil out to the outer 
edge. Then draw another one parallel 
to it, keep going for about 6 lines, then 
change direction (razzle dazzle uses 
lines moving in different directions) do 
the same all the way around until you 
have filled the ‘white’ of the eye. Then 
do the same inside the pupil. 

Enjoy your Barnaby Festival 
2020 parade from your home!See  

barnabyfestival.org.uk/

homemade-parade 

for the make-a-long  

videos


