
How to make
A TELESCOPE

Saturday 20 - Sunday 21 June 2020

You will need:
 − 4 x loo roll tubes

 − 1 x net fruit/veg bag  
(like a lemon or onion bag)

 − Tape and scissors

Suitable for: ages 6+ 

!! Please ask an adult for  
help using scissors!!

 
METHOD
Step 1.  Place your loo roll tubes side 
by Slightly squash one of your loo roll 
tubes and cut across the middle so one 
piece is bigger than the other. Set the 
smaller one aside until step 6.

Step 2.  Make a straight cut all the way 
down one side of the big piece. Do the 
same to your three full size tubes.

Step 3.  Starting with the shortest of the 
cut tubes fold one cut edge over the 
other about half a centimetre and stick 
down with tape. You want the other 
tubes to be narrower so they fit inside 
one another, so gradually increase the 
amount you fold as you work your way 

through the other three tubes.

Step 4.  Slot the tubes together 
starting from the widest to the 
narrowest. They should feel secure but 
also have some space for movement. 
If any are too 
big or too small 
you can take 
the tape off and 
readjust them.

Step 5.  Take your netting and cut a 
circle big enough to cover the wide 
end of your telescope. Drape it over 
the end like a jam jar lid. This will be 
your viewfinder.

Step 6.  Take the smallest piece of 
tube, the one you cut at the beginning, 
and carefully slide it over the end. This 
will secure the net in place.

Step 7.  Decorate however you like 
using foil, coloured paper, stickers, 
paint or glitter. If you want to make 
a strap follow the instructions from 
“How to make a pair of binoculars”. 
Make the strap 
a bit shorter this 
time and tie it in a 
loop. Then attach it 
halfway down your 
telescope with tape 
so that you have a 
handy wrist strap.

See  

barnabyfestival.org.uk/

homemade-parade 

for the make-a-long  

videos


